OVERVIEW

In this overview (Fig. 1.9) the main claus

with the problems associated with the treaty and its implementation.

es of the treaty are outlined along the to

1 Ctause 231: Germany blamed for
war.

2 Clause 231 justified demands for
compensation. )

3 Germany to pay for all civilian
damage.

4 First payment to be US$5 biltion.

5 Final amount not determined
until later.

& All shipping over 1600 tons

(1632 tonnes) confiscated.

7 1 million tons (1.02 milkion
tonnes) of shipping to be built for

ECONOMIC

the Allies.

8 Germany was to pay for the
rebuilding of all devastated
areas.

9 Saar coalfields given to France
for 15 years.

10 Huge quantities of raw materiais
were 1o be given to the Allies.

11 Railway stock tobe
surrendered.

12 Economic rights in EQypt,
Morocco and China were
forfeited.

_MILITARY

1 Army to be reduced to 100 000
personnel.-

2 No war malerials to be made or
traded.

3 Navy reduced to 6 small
cruisers. no submarines.

4 No airforce.

5 Rhineland 1o be demilitarised.

6 Kiel canal open to all nations.

" 7 No forts to be built on the Baltic.

8 All 14 submarine cables
surrendered.

g Trial for all war criminals.
including the Kaiser.

CLAUSES

TERRITORIAL

1 Alsace-Lorraine to France.

2 Large part of Posen and West
Prussia given to Poland.

3 Upper Silesia and southern part
of £ast Prussia to Poland if
plebiscite vote was in favour.

4 Plebscite on part of Schieswig.
Saar controlied by international
commission for 15 years. then a
plebiscite to be held.

& Danzig lo become an

independent city, under League
of Nations control.

7 Sudetenland and 3 mitiion
Germans given to the new state
of Czechoslovakia.

8 Anschiuss. or union with Austria,
was forbidden.

9 Eupen and Malmedy were given
{o Belgium.

10 Memel given to Lithuania.
11 ALL colonies lost.

THE EFFECTS OF VERSAILLES TREATY

PROBLEMS

1 Treaty was based on false
assumptions:

i that all countries, including
Germany, would agree to the
treaty

ii that the USA would
participate in its
implementation.

2 Britain and France had different
aims:

i Britain wanted to withdraw
from European
entanglements, re-establish
trade with Germany

PROBLEMS OF IMPLEMENTATION

ii France wanted security from
Germany: lacking Anglo-
American guarantees, it
demanded Germany be both
crippled economically and
disarmed.

3 Different aims led to different
policies. Germany exploited
these differences to gain
revistons.

4 Asthe 1920s progressed
Germany improved its position.
it sought and gained treaty
revision.

EFFECTS IN GERMANY

1 Treaty regarded as a Diktat
{dictated peace): Chancellor
Scheidemann resigned.

2 Autherity of the government was
undermined. the republic
discredited.

3 Dissolution of the Free Corps led
to growth of uniformed ‘clubs’
e.g. the SA.

4 Right-wing terrorist activity
against those ministers involved
in signing and implementing the
treaty: '

Erzberger. signatory —
murdered

Rathenau. minister for fulfilment
— murdered.

5 Increased hostility of nationalists
to government.

6 Restrictions on the afmy ledto
links with Russia and

development of the Black Reich.

7 Army encouraged the 'stab-in-
the-back” myth; home front and
political parties blamed for
defeat.

8 Led directly lo the Kapp Putsch.

9 Rejection of Versailies became
part of the Nazi platform.

10 Attempts to evade reparations
led to the Ruhr crisis. involving
hyperinflation and political
destabilisation.

11 The treaty alienated Germany
afresh from the Ententie powers.

CRITICISMS AND DEFECTS

It failed because it was sufficiently
punitive to arouse deep-seated
German resentment . . . insufficiently
punitive to ensure that under no
circumstances could Germany
become a threat to the peace of the
world. Gordon Greenwood. The
Modern World. Angus & Robertson.
Sydney. 1969. '

1 Germany was publicly
humiliated by Clause 231 and

~ loss of colonies.

2 The 14 points had rejected
indemnities: reparations -
therefore seen as a betrayal.

3 Keynes and others claimed
reparations to be economicalty
unsound.

4 Germany was denied national
self-determination:

i Anschiuss forbidden

ii Sudetenland and its German
population of 3 million given
to Czechoslovakia

iii partof Posenand East
Prussia given to Poland:
regarded by Germany as
intolerable.

5 A power vacuum of small weak

_ states. rather than a balance of
power, was created.

& German disarmament was to be
followed by general
disarmament; this did not occur.

7 Treaty therefore created an
unstable political situation in
Europe and a bitter, vengeful
Germany. Harold Nicholson. a
member of the British
delegation. said the treaty was
‘neither just nor wise.

p. The effects of the treaty are set out beneath these along
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